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"What need is there for us to have a king?' they
replied. * We are divided into nations, families and
houses. We live in safety, for no one envies another
and the property of another is never Stolen. We
have need of nothing but food and raiment. These
are plentiful and we live in peace and contentment
under our own management/

The people who spoke in this way appeared
very similar to those of our earth. When they de-
scribed their fields, gardens, orchards and meadows,
it was clear their countryside was much like ours.
They said, however, that the only flesh eaten on
their earth was the flesh of fishes. Their homes
are not houses such as we have, but groves of trees
whose boughs are trained to form roofs which
shelter from the rain and sun.

Swedenborg saw trees used in this way by the
spirits of another earth. In this case they formed
sacred temples of worship. The trees were planted
in rows when young, and so arranged that as they
grew up they formed porticoes and colonnades.
By cutting, pruning and binding every branch and
Stem, the floor, walls, arches and roof are formed.
The completed work is of amazing beauty. The
temple is fashioned of gigantic living trees. High
overhead an arched roof of branches and leaves
admits the light of the sun through the spaces in
the foliage. The descending light passes through